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BENTLEY EIGHT IS COMING 


Roger Falkner 
or Paul Lukes, 
York Motors, 
101 William St., 
Sydney. 

(02) 331 3333 


Robert Kendall, 
U.K. Motors, 

123 Campbell St., 
Brisbane. 

(07) 253 9444 


The following Rolls-Royce Motor Cars are offered for sale: 


1985 SILVER SPIRIT (ASH13307), Royal Blue 1971 ROLLS-ROYCE Corniche Convertible 
with Parchment Leather upholstery. 20,000 km. (DRH10884), Metallic Bronze with Black Leather, 
Full history. $185,000. 58,000 miles. $89,000. 


Sole distributors for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in N.S.W., Qld. and the A.C.T. 


Licensed Dealer 428 
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From the Editor 


Back Issues 


The PRAECLARUM back issues 
supply situation is now as follows: 
1-84, 5-84, 6-84, 2-85, 3-85, 4-85, 
5-85, 6-85, 4-86 (plentiful supply). 
2-84, 3-84, 1-85, 1-86, 3-86 (a few 
copies only remaining). 4-84 and 
2-86 are unfortunately out of print. 


Please send cheque for $2.00 
made payable to R.R.O.C. Federal 
Account plus 50c in stamps for each 
issue ordered, to the Editor. 


Retracting mascot 


The retracting Spirit of Ecstasy, 
though fitted for the North Ameri- 
can and European markets from the 
inception of the Silver Spirit range, 
has only recently appeared on cars 
to Australian specification. When 
struck, the Lady retreats to the 
safety of the radiator shell interior. 
She may then be coaxed back to her 
more customary perch by pulling 
her up against a spring until she 
latches into place. Incidental to this 
change is the disappearance of the 
dummy radiator cap upon which the 
mascot was formerly mounted. 
Photographs by the Editor. 


should be sent to the Editor. 


Whilst every care is taken to check 
information published in 
PRAECLARUM, no responsibility 
can be accepted for errors, either 
typographical or factual. Views 
expressed by the Editor and con- 
tributors do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Committees, either 
Federal or Branch. 


From the Editor... 


Trophies galore! 


While the method shown in the 
photo of getting a car to a Federal 
Rally may meet with less than 
universal approval, nobody could 
say that SGT585C, Joe Quatt- 
rocchi’s 1964 Silver Cloud Ill H. J. 
Mulliner, Park Ward two-door 
saloon, is other than a most prolific 
trophy winner! The photo below 
shows a few! They include the 
Silver Cloud Trophy and Best 
Post-War car (Federal Rally, Shep- 
parton, 1986), Overall Winner and 
Best Restoration (N.S.W. Branch 
Concours, 1986), and C.V.V.T.M.C. 
23rd Display Day 2nd prize for 
post-war cars (% point off first). 
When owned by Keith Brennan, 
SGT585C won the Best Post-War 
Car award (Federal Rally, Bathurst, 
1984) as well as wins at Queensland 


Branch events. Photographs by the 


Editor. 
Heavy duty 


If you think our rates of import & 


and sales tax on imported cars, 
together amounting to some 100%, 
is a little stiff, spare a thought for 
the imported car fanciers of India, 
where import duty is levied at the 
rate of 360%!! 
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Wrong! 


In Bob Tompkin's article in 
PRAECLARUM 6-86, the captions 
to the photographs of GRP74 and 
GGR79 somehow became _trans- 
posed (p. 1235). Also, J. Kay of 
Penrith owns GRP28 and _ not 
GMO27. My apologies to author 
and readers for these errors, which 
| should have spotted. 


Martin Bennett. 


From the Federal President 


International Exchange 


Not only do we appear to have 
the regular flow of Australian Rolils- 
Royce enthusiasts to the northern 
hemisphere but in recent months we 
appear to be on the receiving end of 
enthusiasts from that hemisphere. 
Perhaps it is the current bitter 
weather in Europe that is encourag- 
ing this migration? 

Mr. John Gordon, of Frank Dale 
& Stepsons has recently paid one of 
his regular visits to Australia, but 
this time has returned to England 
with a souvenir in the form of a 
Bentley R-Type with only 6,000 
miles from new! Surely this must be 
the lowest mileage example of that 
marque in existence. 

Dr. Richard Dallimore, also a 
member of R.R.E.C., also paid a 
visit to all Australian States over the 
past few months. Whilst it was 
Richard’s first visit to Australia he 


has a strong antipodean connection 
in so far as his aunt was Lady 
Horden of Darling Point and Silver 
Ghost fame! Richard is an_inter- 
national motor broker and places 
exotic cars in all corners of the 
world. 


On this very subject the drain of 
Rolls-Royce motor cars from this 
country continues. Dr. Pye’s Lon- 
don to Edinburgh Ghost chassis No. 
2519 is by now in Jonothan Harley's 
workshops in Stratford-on-Avon. 
As PRAECLARUM readers will 
know, this is regarded as one of the 
most original veteran Ghosts, if not 
in the world, certainly in Australia. 
Also on its way overseas apparently 
is the Duke of Westminster Alpine 
Eagle Silver Ghost chassis No. 
34LB (see Letters to Editor, this 
issue. — Ed.) 

Whilst many of our early cars are 
unfortunately leaving the country, 


it is consolling to see certain modern 
imports, including several Silver 
Wraiths having come into the 
country over the past few months. 
Inveterate collector, N.S.W. mem- 
ber lan Bennell, has also recently 
imported a Bentley R-Type Contin- 
ental, regarded by many as the 
ultimate touring machine of the 
1950s, and certainly one of the most 
desirable Bentleys produced. lan‘s 
magnificent Phantom III H. J. Mul- 
liner Sedanca de Ville 3DL88, is 
nearing completion of its restoration 
and will soon be travelling across 
Bass Strait from Devonport to 
Sydney. From all accounts this may 
be the ultimate Rolls-Royce! 


Happy motoring for 1987 and look 
forward to seeing you at as many 
Club events as possible during the 
coming year. 


Keith Wherry. 
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A.C.T. 


Thredbo Weekend 
14th-16th November, 1986 


The weekend had been looked 
forward to with anticipation. Finally 
Friday arrived, school and work was 
over, and members packed up their 
kids and their cars to head for the 
Thredbo Alpine Army Lodge, in the 
Snowy Mountains. Arrival times 
were varied, depending on de- 
parture times, speed and naviga- 
tional skills as well as distances 
travelled. Some travelled sedately, 
while Bill Coburn and John 
Praxoulis appeared to be challeng- 
ing the land speed record, speed 
obviously being necessary to com- 
pensate for the apparent lack of 
navigational skills! 

Early arrivals were well settled, 
glasses in hand and_ substantial 
‘nibbles’ available around an open 
fire which welcomed families from 
as far afield as Wagga, Albury, 
Lockhart, in addition to the Can- 
berra members. Evening activities, 
revolving around the skills of imbib- 
ing and verbalising, set the scene for 
this social weekend, with no one 
daring to take up the youngsters’ 
challenge to a game of Trivial 
Pursuit. It was difficult to tear 
oneself away to allow one’s body to 
rest to face the rigors of the days to 
come! 

The line up of a dozen or so 
magnificent Shadows, and S series 
Bentleys had been impressive even 
in the dusk as the late comers 
arrived, but their full glory wasn’t 
revealed until the sun shone over 
the mountains and reflected back 
from their gleaming bodies (Mills & 
Boon cuuld use that sentence) — an 
impressive sight to admire over 
muesli and toast at a respectable 
time on Saturday morning. 

Most of the intrepid bunch failed 
to let the periodically inclement 
weather stifle their activities, but 
thank heavens for all those changes 
of clothes. 

Saturday morning dawned bright 
and cheerful, and plans to ride the 
chairlift to investigate the higher 
reaches of the Snowy Mountains 
were rife, with shoulders shrugged 
at the forecast of possible showers. 

So bright and cheerful, bright and 
early, sunglasses in one_ hand, 
winter woolies in the other, off we 
set. From 6 to 60, the chairlift 
caused no problems and a twenty 
minute journey to the highest coffee 
bar (chocolate cake at that time in 
the morning and just after break- 
fast?) in Australia. Others shunned 
the refreshments, and were per- 
suaded by the youngsters to go 
forth in search of more snow to 


Some of the A.C.T. Branch cars at the Army Lodge, Thredbo, N.S.W. 
Photo by David Miller. 


build a snowperson (snowperson? 
What ever happened to snowmen?! 
—Ed.) or, even better, participate in 
a snowball fight. Great fun — for a 
while — until the first of those 
possible ‘showers’ came (and the 
prize for understatement was 
awarded to the Met. Office). 

Noah had never seen anything 
like it! And neither had Dior, as our 
party trooped from the area to ride 
the chairlift each dressed in the 
latest garbage bag overgarments 
(the coffee bar did a roaring trade in 
garbage bags). Well, it was either 
that or be stuck there for ages, miss 
lunch (how could we?) and have no 
guarantee of improved conditions. 
The snow revellers greatly resembi- 
ed drowned rats, and all sat on wet 
seats with heavy clothes, rain 
dripping from noses, hands and 
feet. Thanks indeed for an efficient 
drying room and hot showers back 
at the lodge, and cooking facilities 
that enabled an indoor BBQ! 

Lunch was a very splendid affair, 
spirits were up again, the weather 
changed for the better and, un- 
daunted, the tennis players and 
golfers discussed their planned 
afternoon! Keys for tennis courts 
caused a minor hiccup and delay, 
but it wasn’t long before the sound 
of ball on gut (and wood) and 
general sounds of merriment heard 
resounding through the mountains. 
What could spoil such a pleasant 
afternoon? -- Another of those 
‘possible showers,’ and a very hasty 
retreat from court to cars. The 
journey back to the lodge was only a 
couple of minutes, the wait in the 
car for the downpour to ease before 
we dared to cross the road into the 
lodge took longer, and with no 


respite in sight, we had little choice 
but to repeat the ‘’drowned rat” 
impersonation. Thank goodness for 
a good supply of hot water, the 
drying room, (which was filling 
rapidly) the comfort of the log fire, 
some lubrication and lots of good 
company. 

Our party expanded for evening 
dinner, and the House of Ullir the 
conveniently-situated-next-door-no- 
problems-with-driving-back restaur- 
ant was bursting at the seams with 
people and good humour as hot 
soup, steak and other delights were 
enjoyed prior to the “retirement for 
the evening’’ — back to that cosy 
log fire. Apart from the praise 
showered onto David and Beverley 
Miller for their organization and 
excellent catering, topics for con- 
versation were varied and at times 
colourful, with the ever pervading 
subject of cars and the weather! 


Below: From Wagga, members Ross 
Casley and Bill Rorrison (foreground) — 
relaxing. Photo by David Miller. 
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Around the Branches 


Not even cleaning up and clearing 
out is too much of a problem when 
you've had such a good time, and 
the checkout tasks were completed 
jovially, if a little bleary eyed after a 
late night! The weekend's festivities 
were not yet over. From Thredbo, 
some set off on their long journeys 
home, and others made their return 
journey home longer by detouring 
via Yarangobilly Caves and hot pool, 
and the final sampling of the Millers’ 
catering expertise! It was here that 
final farewells and thanks were 
given. 

For a weekend that was such a 
washout, there were unanimous 
calls to make it an annual event! 

Di Kinloch. 


— 


ce a @=> 


Annual Silver Spirit Day 
7th December, 1986 


Although it seemed to rain all 


around us at Yarralumla, except for § 
a few spots we escaped unscathed | 


which added to the enjoyment of 


yet another very successful Silver @ 


Spirit Day. 

York Motors went out of their 
way to wine and dine us in top style 
and the group that came down from 
Sydney with the cars cultivated 
quite a deal of technical discussion 
amongst all that attended. We had a 
very good turn-out of cars and it 
was great to see such a Wagga 
attendance. Bruce Brown’s Shadow 
no longer looks the hardest used car 
in the Club and it looks great in its 
new paint job. After Roy Harvey has 
restored the colour to the upholstery 
it will be fit for some more hard 
work. 
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The day was full of presentations 
which was started off with the 
British High Commissioner Sir John 
Leahy KCMG presenting the Club 
with the York Motors Trophy (which 
is to be awarded annually for the 
overall winner of the ACT Branch 
Concours d’‘Elegance). lan Dunn 
then presented each of the three 
York Motors apprentices with a 
lovely book on the National Capital 
in appreciation of their endeavours. 
The Monster Christmas raffle swung 
into operation and another 160 
tickets were sold. The winning 


Barclay Lawrence’s Camargue (JRH 21867), brought along by Bill Coburn. 
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a SORE 


General Manager , York Motors (Sales) 


Pty. Ltd., and Club member Roger 
Falkner, photographed on the shores of 
Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra with the 
current Silver Spirit demonstrator. Photo 
courtesy of The Canberra Times. 


tickets were drawn by Lady Leahy 
and the winner was John Whitting- 
ham (one of York Motors’ appren- 
tices), second was P. McKenzie of 
Wagga and third John Elliot of 
Wagga. Our thanks go to those who 
sold so many tickets and those who 
contributed to the basket (there was 
so much in the basket by the 
drawing that the handles broke from 
the weight). 

John Whittingham left for Syd- 
ney with fellow apprentices eyeing 
off all the ‘‘goodies’’ in the basket 
and offering to lighten it for him. 


Bill Coburn, startled by the Editor’s camera as 
he begins the Camargue cockpit drill. 
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York Motors apprentices admiring the well 
kept engine bay of Branch President lan 
Dunn's Silver Shadow (SRH16225), from 
left to right: Michael Pallier, Grant 
Thomson and John Whittingham. 


January BBQ 


On the evening of Wednesday 7 
January a small group of members 
and their families gathered at the 
Carillon to have a BBQ to welcome 
to Australia a member of the USA 
Club Mr. Ron Goldman of Colorado 
who owns an award winning R-type 
Bentley. 


The evening was perfect for a 
BBQ with balmy weather and only a 
few clouds above. Scarcely had the 
food started to be eaten than young 
Mark Miller mentioned that the wind 
had changed and a rainstorm was 
heading up from the Tuggeranong 
Valley. Valiant efforts were made to 
get everything into the shelter of the 
Carillon before the rain hit but we 
were too late — it seemed like the 
Thredbo weekend all over again for 
some members. The efficiency of 
the members in clearing up the food 
and drink in the driving rain was 
excellent, however Bob McCulloch 
is still looking for his dinner and 
drink! 


lan Irwin kindly offered us the 
hospitality of his home and once the 
rain eased we packed up and 
headed for lan’s house where car 
talk continued. Ron Goldman was a 
very entertaining visitor who spends 
his time working on his Bentley, 
having sold up his business and 

decided to enjoy life. 
David Miller. 


Photos by the Editor. 
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Above. A.C.T. Branch President lan Dunn and York Toyota (Canberra) General Manager 
Tony Waring look on as British High Commissioner Sir John Leahy addresses the Silver 
Spirit Day gathering preparatory to handing over the York Motors Trophy to the Club. 
Below: lan Dunn enjoying a spell at the wheel of the Silver Spirit. 


ccc 


Below: The Carillon — a gift from the British Government to the people of Australia, and 
venue for the A.C. T. Branch January barbecue — seen across the waters of Lake Burley 
Griffin with the York Motors demonstrator Silver Spirit in the foreground. 
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Annual Concours d’Elegance, 
Burnside Homes Oval, 
Sunday, 23rd November, 1986 


The CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 
this year was held at Burnside 
Homes Oval, Pennant Hills Road, 
Parramatta, with an estimation of 
close to 300 members and guests. 


It gave one.a great sense of pride 
to see 65 Rolls-Royce and 18 
Bentleys lined up in perfect weather 
with paint and bright-work gleaming 
and treated both inside and out with 
T.L.C. Thanks to all the members 
who took the time and trouble to get 
them into such excellent condition, 
especially as we had_ shocking 
weather prior to the event. A special 
thanks to members who drove from 
some distance away to be with us 
and to Martin Bennett, David Miller 
and lan Dunn from Canberra, Keith 
Brennan from Queensland and 
David Ekberg from Victoria. Thanks 
also to York Motors and Roger 
Falkner for bringing YMO05 which 
caused quite a stir! 


The Club Shop seemed to be 
doing a roaring trade in the Grand- 
stand area and the raffle was quite 
successful too, thanks to Alex 
Brown, (who, incidentally is IT from 
now on) and the generosity of the 
members. The prize of the Direc- 
tor’s Dozen assorted wines went to 
Joe Baynie. It took Joe about five 
minutes to realise his good fortune! 
The second prize of two bottles of 
ten-year-old Tawny Port was won 
by Jan Oyston. Thelma Doyle drew 
the prizes and her own ticket was 
one off the first prize . . . | think she 
could have wangled things a little 
better than that. Congratulations 
Joe and Jan. 


The judges did a sterling job to 
judge the 16 Rolls-Royce and 7 
Bentley entries in that heat. | was in- 
formed it was hot and thirsty work. 
| should imagine they would have 
been exhausted by the end of the 
day, climbing in, out and under all 
those vehicles for hours on end. 
Such dedication. 


Last, but not least we should give 
a great vote of thanks and con- 
gratulations to our Events Com- 
mittee, who not only did hours of 
pre-Concours planning but who 
worked on our behalf from 8 a.m. 
until the last car left at around five 
o'clock or so, to ensure we had a 
pleasant day and to Judith Merlin, 
John Dryden, Alan Smith, John 
Bennett and Bob Walton who 
“bogged in’’ to use the vernacular 
and helped without being drafted. 


The Winners this year, with very 
close scores in some instances | am 
told, are: 


Class Winners 


Class 1: Silver Ghost, Phantoms: 
Bryan Inder 1922 Silver Ghost 
12HG. 


Class 2: 20 h.p., 20/25, 25/30, 
Wraith: Don Crone 1923 20 h.p. 
82kK9. 


Class 3: Silver Wraith, Silver Cloud 
|, Bentley S1: Roger Johnston 
1953 Silver Dawn SNF71. 


Class 4: Bentley Mk. VI, R-type: 
Tony Ward 1949 Mk. VI B290EY. 


Class 5: Silver Cloud II and III, Bent- 
ley S2 and S3, Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T series, Corniche and 
current models: John Milverton 
1960 Silver Cloud II STB338. 


Overall Winner — 


Bert 
Trophy: Joe Quattrocchi 
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H. J. Mulliner ‘Flying Spur’ coachwork in 
Deep Ocean Blue graces Barry and Marilyn 
Taff’s Bentley S3 Continental (BC126XC). 
A magnificent motor car. 


Trophy Winners 

Ladies Choice: Jean Sevenoaks 
Memorial Trophy: Harvey Dearing 
1952 Silver Wraith WSG26. 

Age and Authenticity: York Motors 
Trophy: Roger Johnston 1923 
20 h.p. 83K5. 

Best Restoration of the Year — Club 
Trophy: Joe Quattrocchi 1964 
Silver Cloud III two-door Saloon 
by Mulliner Park Ward SGT585C. 

Best Pre-War Rolls-Royce — Club 
Trophy: Don Crone 1923 20 h.p. 
82K9. 


Best Post-War Rolls-Royce — York 
Motors Trophy: John Milverton 
1960 Silver Cloud Il STB338. 

Best Bentley — Bentley Shield: 


Alex Brown 1951 Bentley Mk. VI 
B100MD. 


Ward 
1964 


Silver Cloud II| SGT585C. 


Phantom Ils are always impressive and 
seldom ugly. Dr. Derek Freeman’s Hooper 


Sedanca de ville (19/S) is both impressive 
of stature and beautiful of line. 


Our congratulations to the win- 
ners for a fine presentation of their 
cars. 
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Dick Donnelley’s Mulliner Park Ward 
Silver Shadow two-door is now a 
little startling in Ferrari red with 
all-black interior. The wheels, too, 
are rather unlike what we are accus- 
tomed to! 


The Phantoms Day, 
“Kangerong,” Red Hill, 
Sunday, 16th November, 1986 


Following on the heels (wheels?) 
of the Silver Cloud lit Day 
(PRAECLARUM, 5-86, p.1210) our 
second type/theme day in recent 
times proved a resounding success. 

Two factors contributed to the 
staggering turn-out of some 54 
motor cars; firstly, the prospect of 
seeing the largest assemblage of 
Rolls-Royce Phantoms at a Victoria 
Branch rally in many a moon. The 
second drawcard was the venue 
itself, the splendid 300-acre farm 
and bushland property ‘’Kan- 
gerong,”’ near Red Hill on the 
Mornington Peninsula, so generous- 
ly placed at our disposal by mem- 
bers John and Jan Altmann. 

ite: " * Above: Phantoms at Red Hill — 
left to right — 1939 PIII 
(3DL154) Freestone & Webb 
Touring Limousine (John Alt- 
mann); 1932 Pll (14MS) Barker 
Sedanca de ville (Neil Taylor); 
1934 PIl (93TA) Thrupp & 
Maberly Sedanca de ville (Bob 
Skillen); 1934 Pll Continental 
(24SK) Park Ward Sports 
Saloon (John Altmann); 1925 PI 
(78MC) Martin & King Saloon 
(Harold Paynting); 1976 PVI 
(PRH4840) Mulliner-Park Ward 
Limousine (Figgins Holding Pty. 
Ltd.) Gerd Kratzer left early with 
his PIl (95TA) before this photo, 
which was taken by Graham 
Cornish, could be arranged. 


Left: John Altmann’s superb PIl/ 
(3DL 154), Photo by Roger 
Thiedeman. 
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Around the Branches Since their introduction in 1925 
é noni — the Phantom series have been 


regarded by many as ‘flagships’ of 
the Rolls-Royce ‘fleet.’ Stately, 
Majestic and powerful, the Phan- 
| toms symbolise the essence of what 
Rolls-Royce motor cars are all about 
— or so the purists would have us 
believe. 

Seven Phantoms graced us with 
| their presence, details of these 
being supplied with the accompany- 
ing illustrations. An _ interesting 
visitor was the 1976 Phantom VI 
PRH4840, kindly sent along by 
Figgins Holdings P/L., operators of 
Melbourne’s most exclusive store 
Figgins Diorama. 


Three Phantom Ils photographed by Roger Thiedeman at ‘Kangerong’ — Neil ieee i va dle backdrop < 
Taylor's 1932 Barker Sedanca de ville (14MS), driven by Robert McDermott. . . this array o antoms were the 


Gath? 


vistas of ‘‘Kangerong’s’ wooded 
hills, rolling pastures dotted with 
lazily grazing cattle, and sweeping 
views (if slightly fog-shrouded) of 
Port Phillip Bay. 

As if these visions of beauty were 
not enough, the day was made all 
the more memorable by the match- 
less hospitality of our charming 
hosts. Not content with providing 
the vast multitude with drinks and 
barbecue facilities, the Altmanns 
also made available their tennis 
court and solar-heated swimming 
pool. Not to be left out of proceed- 
ings, their son John Jnr. tirelessly 
conducted a ‘shuttle service’ of 


—— Landcruiser sightseeing tours over 
... Bob Skillen’s 1934 Thrupp and Maberly Sedanca de ville \93TA) and (below) host the great expanses of “‘Kangerong."’ 


John Altmann’s 1934 Continental Saloon by Park Ward (24SK). The mechanically-minded among 


SERIES us could only stand in awe of the 
huge workshop-cum-garage (which 
John calls his ‘machinery shed’), so 
comprehensively equipped and per- 
* sonifying tidiness over every square 
metre: ‘’a place for everything and 
everything in its place.” 

To say that the Phantoms Day 
-. was one of our Branch’s more 
successful outings would be a gross 
understatement. Joining all those 
fortunate enough to attend, | add 
my personal, heartfelt thanks to 
John and Jan Altmann for a truly 
unforgettable day. 


Roger Thiedeman. 


i 


Below: Figgins Diorama’s 1976 Phantom VI (PRH4840). 
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PRAECLARUM 


As the arch procrastinator of the 
R.R.O.C. | write, at last, to con- 
gratulate you upon the overall 
standard of production you have 
achieved in PRAECLARUM. Always 
good, the last two issues have been 
outstanding. In content, and con- 
sequent interest, format and pro- 
duction you have produced a first 
class Club magazine. 

The amount of work involved in 
the production of PRAECLARUM 
warrants the thanks and apprecia- 
tion of all Club members. | freely 
offer you mine. 

Ashley G. Hunter 
N.S.W. Branch. 


Thank you Ashley. It is always 
nice to hear from people who feel 
that way about PRAECLARUM. 
Those who do not feel that way, 
don’t feel left out! Let’s hear your 
views, too! If there is anything you 
feel is missing from the magazine 
which you think could with benefit 
be included, or if you would prefer 
to see something that és included 
left out, or if you think the magazine 
is plain rotten — let us hear about it. 
Only by means of member feed- 
back can we give you the journal 
you want. — Ed. 


Scotch for Botch 


| refer to the picture that | took of 
the 1905 10 h.p. Rolls-Royce (20163) 
which you so kindly used on the 
cover of PRAECLARUM 5-86. 

My old and dear friend George 
Sevenoaks has contacted me and 
has identified a very serious error 
which has been perpetrated in the 
presentation of this vehicle. On 
drawing my attention to this matter | 
was able to immediately identify the 
error after a couple of hours’ 
examination and numerous hints 
from George. 

| am sure that only someone like 
George who is steeped in the know- 
ledge of Rolls-Royce chassis of all 
types would have been able to 
identify this error but George be- 
lieves that genuine enthusiasts 
throughout Australia will identify 
the error immediately. He is so con- 
fident that he has offered a bottle of 
Scotch whisky to the first neatest 
and correct entry received by the 
Editor. George’s offer must be 
considered extremely generous as 
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Another look at 
there are not too many who have 
ever managed to take a bottle of 
Scotch from him! 

As with all events of this nature, 
the Judge’s decision (that’s George) 


will be absolutely final and no 

correspondence will be entered 

into! Jim Kelso, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


Alpine Warhorse 


| enclose two photographs of 
‘Alpine Eagle’ Silver Ghost 34LB 
acting, (with me) as a film star in the 
making of the film, ‘The Light- 
horsemen,”’ recently. 

The film was made by the Michael 
Edgeley Organisation, most of the 
Palestine scenes being shot near 
Hawker, some 250 miles north of 
Adelaide. 

The scene depicted covers the 
arrival of Allenby, the new C-in-C 
sent out to re-vitalise the British and 
Empire forces, at the Australian 
Light Horse H.Q. 

The impressive occupants are: 
General Sir Edmund Allenby (An- 
thony Hawkins — nephew of Jack 
of that ilk), General Sir Harry 
Chauvel, C.O. of the Australian 
Light Horse (Bill Kerr) and Major 
Meinerhertzen, Allenby’s Intelli- 


LSS 


63. Photo by Jim Kelso. 


gence Officer (Anthony Andrews of 
‘Brideshead Revisited’ and ‘Danger 
UXB’ fame) — plus G.S.-M. as 
Allenby’s Batman and Driver, also 
making sure that 34LB wasn’t mis- 
treated! 

The efforts made by the pro- 
ducers of the film to ensure 
authenticity are most impressive 
and convincing. My contribution 
was to hunt up photographs of 
Allenby’s Silver Ghost, and add the 
authentic touches of the correct 
number painted on the bonnet (in 
water colour, of course), the Union 
Jack, and the rope-bound spare 
wheel to facilitate extraction from 
sand drifts. 

It was particularly appropriate for 
34LB to be used in this film, since 
the then owner, the Duke of West- 
minster, was in command of a Rolls- 
Royce Armoured Car Squadron in 
Palestine at the time. The service 
history of 34LB (including fitting of 
heavy springs in 1915) would in- 
dicate that the car formed part of his 


Squadron, following service in 
France as a Staff Car earlier in the 
war. 


| trust these items are of interest. 


Gavin Sandford-Morgan, 
S.A. Branch. 
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The Ups and Downs of 3CP50 -— sy sam shoup, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


. a 
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» 


Dr. C. S. (Sam) Shoup was the first President of the world’s oldest Rolls-Royce Club, the U.S. Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, 
formed in 1951. He is seen here seated at the wheel of his Pill 3CP50 shortly after he moved to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
in June, 1950. Photo from Sam Shoup. 


When | started to college in 
Missouri as a teenager, my ex- 
periences with automobiles were 
limited to my father’s Liberty Six 
and to a stint of driving a Cole V-8 
for a friend in the insurance busi- 
ness. | did remember the 1914 Over- 
land in which | learned to drive, and 
| revered a Packard Twin-Six road- 
ster that lived in my home town. 
Money was very scarce and the idea 
ot an undergraduate owning a car 
never came into the realm of 
consciousness, so far different from 
today! In fact, | was totally uncon- 
cerned about automobiles all 
through college and graduate 
school, but | do recall seeing what 
must have been a 4%4-Litre Bentley 
on the streets of Princeton when | 
was a graduate student about 1927. 
Rolls-Royce at that time meant to 
me only the name of a rare 
legendary piece of machinery. 

After | joined the biology faculty 
at Vanderbilt University, | bought a 
Model A Ford roadster, and bit by 
bit recognition and interest in cars 
slowly returned. At this time, in 
1930, | discovered there were four 
Rolls-Royce automobiles in Nash- 
ville. One frequently seen was the 
Springfield Phantom | Kenilworth, 
Chassis S356KP, a pretty car owned 
bu Joel O. Cheek, the founder of 
Maxwell House Coffee. Another 
was a new car, Derby Speedster 
phaeton S158FR, then belonging to 
Herbert Farrell, and today owned by 
Bill Davis. A third car was a Silver 
Ghost, Chassis 57JH, owned by Mr. 
Farrell’s mother, and the fourth one 
was a nice Phantom | coupe, 
Chassis 32CL, owned by Mr. J. J. 


Gray, known through town as 
“Uncle Jeff’ Gray, an early pioneer 
in iron smelting of the Middle 
Tennessee oxide deposits. Nashville 
was not exactly smothered in Rolls- 
Royces but there were plenty of 
Packards, for E. Gray Smith, a 
popular dealer, maintained an 
extensive sales establishment locat- 
ed not far from the University. After 
the demise of Packard, Smith 
became a general salesman of 
quality used cars, and for a time he 
was a Rolls-Royce dealer. 


In 1935 | visited the old works of 
Rolls-Royce of America, Inc., .- 
Springfield, Massachusetts, and my 
interest in Rolls became fired up, an 
experience | have already told in 
Pages 167-169 in the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club Review, No. 100, for 
May, 1971. At this time | be->7n 
collecting Rolls literature and 
owners’ manuals to offset the fact 
that actually acquiring a car was 
beyond me. Finally, in 1941, | 
bought a 1928 20/25 sedan by 
Henry Binder of Paris, but | only had 
this car a short time, selling it to a 
colleague at Vanderbilt University 
who later moved to Pennsylvania to 
work for Merck, Sharpe & Dohme. 
In 1942 a good car came into my 
hands at a very low price, and this 
car is the 1924 right-hand drive 
Springfield Silver Ghost 180KF, now 
in the hands of Don Weesner in his 
collection in Minneapolis. | owned 
this Pall Mall tourer for seven years, 
and of course as | look back | realize 
what a fool | was to have parted 
with it. But, we must get to the 
story of 3CP50. 


Uncle Jeff Gray lived about two 
miles from our house, and in going 
to and from the University | always 
iurned the corner where his house 
was located and | always had one 
eye cocked to see if 32CL might be 
outside the garage. Often, when the 
car was outside | would stop to look 
at it and occasionally Mr. Gray 
would be outdoors also and we 
could have a bit of conversation, so 
| was of course thrilled to talk with 
an actual owner, one of long 
standing. The idea that Mr. Gray 
would trade his 1928 coupe for a 
newer car never entered my mind. 


In the summer of 1937 we started 
the Tennessee Lake and Stream 
Survey, the first biological study 
that the State of Tennessee sup- 
ported, so | was away from home 
excepting for weekends. Returning 
one Saturday in August, 1937, we 
were startled by a big red and black 
Rolls-Royce approaching on the 
opposite side of the street as we 
neared the corner where we turned 
toward home. | had caught a 
glimpse of the driver of this right- 
hand car, and it sure enough looked 
like Uncle Jeff. Needless to say, | 
could hardly wait to get on back up 
to his house to await his return from 
downtown and to look at the car. 
| realized it was a Phantom III, but of 
course | had never seen one at that 
time, nor do | believe | had even 
seen a picture of one. Mr. Gray told 
me later that he had examined a 
Barker-bodied trials car while in 
Florida, and somewhat stung by 
jibes of friends who called 32GL 
“Gray's Old Car,’’ he had decided to 
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get one just like the demonstrator. 
For some reason Inskips were not 
able to provide a finished car from 
overseas on a time schedule that 
would make Mr. Gray happy, but 
instead arranged for an Inskip-built 
body duplicating the Barker body to 
be constructed and mounted on 
Chassis 3CP50. | found out later that 
Inskips allowed $8,000 for 32CL 
toward the cost of the Phantom III 
and Mr. Gray paid an additional 
$11,000 in cash. 32CL apparently 
found a new owner in.or near 
Moriches, Long Island, and | do 
hope at this late date some good 
RROC member can track that car 
down. 

| saw Mr. Gray a few times each 
year, but when the War came on we 
were extremely busy teaching both 
civilian and military pre-meds and 
180KF took me to and from school 
each day with almost no time to 
think about another car, to say 
nothing of the Phantom III in Mr. 
Gray's garage. 3CP50 was not in use 
a great deal then, for Mr. Gray was 
reaching an advanced age and no 
longer drove, but instead was driven 
by a black man named Curtis. | 
believe Curtis knew little about the 
car excepting how to start it and 
then drive as fast as possible under 
any circumstance. Mr. Gray no 
longer drove to Louisville for each 
Kentucky Derby, and spent more 
and more time each winter in either 
Florida or Arizona. Most of the time 
the car sat still. In 1945 | began to 
think about the car again, and 
wondered about its condition. | felt 
then that | had learned a good deal 
about the car from Phantom Ill 
literature and the handbook | had 
obtained from London, so | asked 
Mr. Gray if | could examine the car, 
and perhaps look into the question 
of its maintenance. Of course he 
said ‘Yes, take the car up to your 
house and give it a good going- 
over.” | had misgivings about its 
having proper lubrication, and to my 
horror, when | removed the pressure 
oil filter, | found the gauze full of 
holes! We ordered a new filter 
element from Inskips, | changed the 
oil after cleaning the other two 
filters, and the car was returned to 
the unknowing hands of Curtis who 
not long after scraped the near-side 
wing against a gatepost! 

Unfortunately, Mr. Gray died in 
Arizona in the winter of 1947, and 
about two months later | had a call 
from his banker and trustee. This 
man reported that the house was 
about to be sold, hence would it be 
possible for me to try to sell the car 
for the estate? All | could promise 
was that | could try to advertise the 
car and perhaps we could sell it in 
six months or so. Oh no, that’s not 
possible, the house is to be sold 
right away and the car must go in 
the next few days, so would you like 
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to buy the car?” All | could say to 
the man was yes, | would like to buy 
the car, but as a college professor of 
limited means | could only pay what 
| could afford and nothing near the 
real value of the car. There were 
hurried discussions between the 
banker and Mr. Gray's brother, and 
the end result was my acquiring the 
car at a price which in today’s 
market seems unbelievable, but one 
must recall that in the 1940s a 
$1,000 or less, and a perfect one 
would cost no more than $4,000. 


So, for a while | owned two 
Rolls-Royce cars, but for some 
idiotic reason | sold 180KF, and 
when the move to Oak Ridge was 
made in June, 1950, 3CP50 came 
with me to the “‘Atomic City.” It 
was at this time | became acquaint- 
ed by correspondence with John 
McFarlane and Pete Shavney, and 
we discussed the possibility of there 
being formed a new car club to be 
called The Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club. Before and during the War the 
so-called ‘‘Scrap drives’ had 
claimed many Rolls-Royce cars, so 
it seemed some sort of preservation 
society should come into existence, 
but that is another whole story. 
Meanwhile 3CP50 had some signs 
of late effects due to Curtis’ minis- 
trations. There was cam and lifter 
noise and also an increasing failure 
of the starter gear to mesh with the 
ring gear. The latter condition 
became so bad that | took a few 
days off from work and drove all the 
way from Oak Ridge to Inskips in 
New York City where Gus Wolfert 
installed a new ring gear, which at 
that time, believe it or not, cost $40! 
Incidentally, | made the trip to New 
York without using the starter at all. 
Moving on a slight incline or a slight 
push in gear would instantly start 
that 12-cylinder engine. | believe 
that 3CP50 would start in gear if 
only pushed an inch, so timing and 
ignition were at least in top con- 
dition. I'll never forget my arrival in 
64th Street. | parked in front of 
Inskips with the engine running and 
ran inside to find Al Taylor. Al 
cleared a spot for me and | drove 
right in to a first-floor stall where the 
work could be done. Work was 
started on the car immediately, and 
in two days | was on my way home 
with not only the starter working, 
but also a new fibre coupling. 


3CP50 was a nice car to drive and 
it became something of a landmark 
in our town, but in the late fall of 
1951 | had a call from James Petty 
of Gastonia, North Carolina, who 
said he was coming to Knoxville and 
wanted to see the car. | met Jim at 
the airport and we drove into town 
for lunch. Over lunch Jim professed 
that he wanted to buy the car, and 
buy it right now and drive it back to 
Gastonia. So | sold the car to Jim 


and had to catch a bus back home. 
| suspect that | would not have sold 
3CP50 were it not for the fact that Al 
Taylor had interested me in a 
4%-Litre Bentley that was to be- 
come available in New York. 


Jim Petty must have had mec- 
hanical skill and nerve, for he 
removed the noisy engine from 
3CP50 and replaced it with the 
lower-mileage engine from 3BT9, a 
car with Kellner coachwork that he 
had acquired. Not only did Petty 
change engines but he also rebuilt 
the instrument panel in 3CP50 and 
installed a radio, and then repainted 
the car. Later on he sold 3CP50 to 
Burlington Fretwell of Newberry, 
South Carolina, an enthusiast who 
at that time also owned the Barker 
sedan, Phantom II 138SK. For some 
reason Fretwell did not like the style 
of the Inskip body, so he lifted the 
coachwork off the car with view of 
building something else. This effort 
never came to pass and not only did 
Fretwell drive the bare chassis 
about, he sold the Inskip body to a 
Piedmont Airlines pilot, Mervin 
Hemble, who moved to Maryville, 
Tennessee. Fretwell evidently be- 
came overloaded in cars, for quite 
some time later Hemble was able to 
buy the chassis, refit the body, and 
make 3CP50 whole again. Still later, 
when several more years had pas- 
sed, Hemble sold 3CP50 to his 
brother-in-law, E. A. Schoofs, who 
flew jets for United between Atlanta 
and the West Coast. | recall that 
about 1960 | visited in Atlanta and 
went to Schoofs’ home and drove 
the car and it handled about as it did 
in 1950, but Schoofs had repainted 
the car in a somewhat more bright 
red than the original claret but he 
kept the black color for the fenders. 
Once more time coasted along and 
the years passed, and at one of the 
RROC National Meets | happened to 
tell Eric Webster that | had heard 
that 3CP50 might be available. Quite 
some time later | had a call from Eric 
who said he was on the road with a 
trailer and would come through Oak 
Ridge. Late that evening the door- 
bell rang, and there was Eric with a 
camper and trailer, and in the trailer 
was 3CP50, all 5500 pounds of it, on 
it’s way to Canada. 


It was not long after when Eric 
brought 3CP50 to Frank Cooke's 
shop, and the time ran into years 
afterwards when | saw the engine 
(No. X98F) in the process of restor- 
ation. This is the same engine that 
Frank exhibited at the Toronto 
Meet, and it now has been returned 
to the chassis. The car is in Canada 
and has new leather and | hope 
some day it will appear at a 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club meet. 
The above is the story of 3CP50 as | 
know it, and this explains why 3BT9 
has engine No. J28S. 
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Trials and Tribulations of a 25/30 — ay Jonn Dryden (N.S.W.) 


When | bought my car, a 1937 
25/30 Windovers Limousine 
(GRO64), in London in 1976 | was 
looking for something that | could 
work on and “‘put to rights.’ The 
salesman (from a well known 
garage) and | took her for a run 
around the block — within a few 
minutes she was boiling. A lengthy 
investigation revealed a cracked 
head. 


As | was due to return to Australia 
within 2 or 3 weeks there was barely 
time to repair the head, test, and 
arrange for shipping, etc., so it was 
decided to do the job completely 
whilst the head was off, whatever 
else needed doing, i.e. rings, bear- 
ings, etc. — whatever was needed 
to put the engine in A1 tip-top 
condition. 


| left the car in their care, con- 
fident that all would be well, and 
returned to Sydney, expecting to 
see the car in 3 or 4 months’ time. | 
had previously bought my Silver 
Wraith from them and experienced 
no problems. It was to be 2 years 
before GRO64 finally arrived in 
Sydney, and only then because 
legal pressure had been brought to 
bear, to get them to complete the 
repairs. Even then, the final account 
was three times the given estimate. 

“Oh well,’’ at least | had my car. 
After going through the trauma of 
importing the car, — Customs, 
umpteen forms to fill in, interviews, 
quarantine, etc., ! was looking 
forward to getting her home, but on 
the way she was getting rather Aot. 
It couldn't possibly be the head, so 
it was a process of elimination — 
disconnect calorstat, rebuild the 
water pump, check radiator, timing, 
temp gauge checked and re-cali- 
brated, finally pull the head off. 


It was discovered that the exten- 
sive repairs amounted to little more 
than an amateurish attempt at head 
welding. Most of the other work 
claimed on the invoice did not 
appear to have been done either. | 
had paid for a new oil filter, and 
have never been able to discover its 
location. 


This time the head was sent to a 
firm who specialised in such work, 
to remove the “‘shonky’’ welding. 
all core plugs, replace copper push 
rod tubes, etc. 


Meanwhile another firm was 
checking the remainder of the 
engine. This required one new 
cylinder liner, replace stretched 
head studs, new rings, bearings 
checked and found O.K. Seven 
months later the head was finished 
and re-fitted to the engine. 


Photo by Bob Tompkins. 


At last | could get on with the 
bodywork, which was in a pretty 
sad condition. Two years later 
(1981) the body repairs had been 
completed, re-sprayed, off to the 
trimmers, lengthy discussion, agree 
on price — leave the car in their 
care, confident in their expertise. 
Many weeks later a phone call — 
“your car is ready.” Inspection 
reveals many faults, and this hap- 
pens several times and | realise that 
the result that | had in mind can only 
be achieved by Rolls-Royce. They 
had managed to convince me that 
as ‘‘West of England”’ cloth was so 
difficult to obtain it would be better 
to use “Bedfordshire” cloth and 
‘‘no one will know the difference” . . 
Don't believe it, there is a consider- 
able difference — try sitting on Bed- 
fordshire cloth in a dark suit. 


Eventually | accepted the car with 
some of the faults painfully obvious 
to me — fortunately no-one else has 
noticed them yet. 


A few short runs on the week- 
ends, just to get the cobwebs out of 
her, reveals the evidence of an old 
and persistent problem — _ the 
engine gets much hotter than it 
should. Not boiling, but almost. 
Maybe it is just a feature of the 
25/30? After all it is really a bored 
out version of the 20/25 giving an 
increase in power — but certainly no 
increase in the water jacket volume. 
For the last 2 or 3 years | figure that 
because | do not have the original 
steam valve under the mascot that 
this must be the cause of overheat- 
ing, but by considerate driving one 
may keep the temperature within 
limits . . . Wishful thinking, because 
recently on a winter night (with the 


heater on to avoid frost bitten toes) 
the temperature read 80-85 cel. 
There must be a more serious 
problem. Also, just recently have 
noticed a fair amount of whitish 
substance under the oil filler cap. 
This of course must be nothing 
more than condensation — or is it? 
The condensation persisted to the 
point that oil changes showed 
evidence of water in the oil. There's 
only one thing to do, and that is to 
completely dismantle the engine. 
For the third time! This time a firm at 
Brookvale known to some of the 
R.R. brigade tackle the job. 

Then it all comes to light; the 
copper push rod tubes replaced by 
the firm welding the head, turn out 
to be stee/ or the remnants of it, so 
full of holes you could shoot peas 
through them. The head is cracked, 
down the length of one valve guide 
and in a couple of other places. 
Apart from the poor welding job, 
the cracked valve guide would not 
of itself put the engine out of com- 
mission, but! to save a few cents on 
the difference between copper and 
steel for the push tod tubes is 
inexcusable. 

Water does not have a beneficial 
effect on the lubrication system as is 
evidenced by the wear on a couple 
of main bearings, corrosion on the 
sludge traps, corrosion on _ the 
camshaft; but it was caught just in 
time. 

At the time of writing there 
remains a lot of work to be done — 
lessons from the past remembered, 
things which were supposed to have 
been done, but weren't! i.e. copper 
tubes, new head studs, no evidence 
of a new cylinder liner. This time it 
will be different. . . 
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The head will not be just welded, 
but sections of it recast, valve 
guides honed out and inserts put in. 
Crankshaft re-ground, new main 
and big end bearings. The greatest 
wear that had occurred was 3% 
thou. on one main journal and that 
was mainly due to the water 
displacing the oil, and to my 
knowledge the crankshaft has never 
been removed before. 


Recently our local firm installed a 
new clutch which was found to be 
on its last legs, although the clutch 
operation didn’t indicate anything 
amiss, it was thought that the clutch 
release bearing was unserviceable 
due to the periodic squeal that 
began to emanate from under the 
floorboards, which could only be 
silenced by both swearing and 
jabbing at the clutch pedal. 


When dismantled, the release 
bearing was fine, there was 
negligible wear. So the new clutch 
plate was installed but the squeal 
persisted. It was baffling to say the 
least. Eventually it was found that 
the noise was coming from the 
generator drive gear, the generator 
was Off the car at the time due to it 
undergoing a complete rebuild. 
Once it was re-installed on the car 
the noise disappeared. It would 
seem that the drive gear had been 
un-balanced. 


The entire charging circuit has 
been re-built, generator, cut-out 
coils re-wound, new battery, new 
cables, etc. The greatest difficulty 
has been obtaining the special tools 
needed to adjust the voltage re- 
gulator. After finally managing to 
borrow a set, | had a local engineer 
copy them, and now have my very 
own brand new set of “gizmos” 
(which | will make available to any 
member with similar problems). 


The same engineering firm also 
recently manufactured for me a 
complete set of ACE locking rings in 
steel which | defy anyone to tell 
from the original and all for around 
$60 each. They have the capacity to 
make more if anyone is interested. 
(The firm is Cowie Engineering, 
Orchard Rd., Brookvale, N.S.W. 
phone 93-5355) ask for Mr. lan 
Cowie. 


In spite of the foregoing little 
difficulties, | still consider myself 
fortunate indeed to have such a car, 
and believe any effort is worthwhile 
to bring her to the condition that she 


truly deserves — | wouldn’t swap 
her for a Camarque — but then 
maybe... 


I'll let you know how it all turns 
out. t 
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The Continuing Saga of Scarlet 


— Continued from 6-86 
by Robert Vered (N.S.W.) 


What to do? In desperation | 
consulted the Yellow Pages under 
“‘gaskets.”’ | rang Universal Gaskets 
and the person | was finally put 
through to recommended someone 
in Lane Cove. | rang, only to be 
advised ‘‘Daddy’s away ‘til Tuesday 
week.’ Great! What to do now? 
Back to Universal, same helpful 
gentleman — try Bruce Koskery at 
Standard Engine Gasket Co. at 
Balmain. | rang Bruce who said “‘No 
problem; make a pattern of the part 
which requires the gasket by placing 
a mildly oiled piece of stiff paper on 
it and rubbing around the edges.” 
This done, the pattern was delivered 
to Bruce to produce a very fine 
gasket within two days. 


The gasket was duly delivered to 
New Process together with some 
new studs. They tightened the 
manifolds and then machined the 
surfaces flat. | was getting towards 
the end, at last. 


The next weekend ! put the head 
back on the block, together of 
course with a new gasket. | had 
bought a new torque wrench for the 
job as | understood it to be crucial 
not to overtighten the nuts. The one 
| had bought said ‘‘dual signal’’ and | 
thought ‘‘Good, should be no 
problems.” 


| set the mark to 20 foot/pounds 
and started to tighten all the nuts, in 
sequence from the centre, as re- 
commended in the manual. Well, | 
tightened and tightened and tight- 
ened. After over half an hour | said 
to my wife ‘Something's not right 
here... | sense it!’ | couldn’t work 
out what, so | kept on tightening. 
Then suddenly a stud snapped and | 
knew | had been doing something 
wrong. Having never used a torque 
wrench before, | had been misled by 
the promised ‘‘dual signal’’ and 
didn’t realise that the wrench had to 
be set each time it was used by 
pressing a little button. 


The broken stud meant only one 
thing. 


Absolute bloody DISASTER. 


A few enquiries revealed that all 
the studs go through the block to 
the crankcase and the only way to 
replace any of them was probably to 
pull the engine apart. | was totally 
horrified. Why didn‘t | leave well 
alone? How did | get involved in 
this? 

After a few days of dark thoughts 
involving signs with lots of 
noughts after them, | decided to 
ring Jim O'Reilly (the Helicoil man) 
before proceeding further. 


Jim said ‘‘go back and tighten all 
nuts to the correct torque. Those 
which won't tighten are either 
broken or stripped. Mark them 
carefully with a piece of chalk, so 
we know which one’s we're dealing 
with, and then remove the head.”’ | 
replied ‘But Jim, these studs go all 
the way through the block to the 
sump.”’ He said only ‘‘Do as | say 
and don’t worry.” 

In any event, there were two 
stripped studs from the broken 
one. 

When | bought Scarlet | was very 
lucky to also receive a genuine 1925 
manual, a photocopy 1922 manual 
and a 1924 Parts Catalogue. The 
Parts Catalogue shows 31 studs 
protruding from the top of the 
block. Of these, 30 go through the 
block to the crankcase and just one 
— that in the precise centre of the 
block — is let into the top of the 
block. Careful examination of the 
parts catalogue reveals this. 

After | had removed the head, 
Jim the Helicoil man came out. | 
showed him the two stripped studs 
and the broken one. He said ‘‘these 
two studs aren't stripped at all — 
they're perfectly OK, you must have 
stripped the nuts.’’ He then turned 
his attention to the broken stud, 
examined it closely and said ‘’this 
doesn’t go through the block at all.”’ 
He then affixed a mole wrench and 
had screwed it out within five 
seconds. 

By great good fortune, the only 
damage | had done was to break the 
stud let into the top of the block. | 
soon made a new one from a 9/16" 
BSF high tensile steel bolt cut to the 
correct size. 

This time everything went back 
together fairly quickly and easily 
apart from some swearing and 
cursing and ripped fingernails when 
adjusting the tappets and getting 
the exhaust system back together. | 
even used the torque wrench cor- 
rectly! 


The following weekend my father 
(the expert) and | sprayed the car. | 
had spent weeks stripping wood- 
work, front windscreen, sun visor. 
door furniture, etc.so all we needed 
to do was mask up and spray. This 
occupied all of Saturday and Sun- 
day, especially as we had to spray 
an isolator on, but by 9.30 Sunday 
evening we were finished. 

We had removed the bonnet for 
ease of spraying and | found that 
this had been (incorrectly in my 
opinion) sprayed on the inside. | 
decided to buy some paint stripper 
and do the job properly and after 
three goes, beautiful clean alumin- 
ium saw the light of day. | felt the 
job had been completely worthwhile 
when | also uncovered two brass 
plates, each of them bearing the 
Rolls-Royce name. One of them 
showed the chassis number and the 
other ‘Radiator Rolls-Royce Patent.’ 


During the following week we 
worked very hard to replace all the 
bits that we had removed and finally 
on the following Saturday, which 
was the last one before the first of 
March, | had got to the point where 
| only needed to adjust the tappets, 
the points and the plugs and restore 
some bits and pieces to their original 
position. 

| had to get the car out of the 
boatshed this weekend, or | wasn’t 
going to make the deadline. During 
the coming week | still had to get 
the car registered and wedding per- 
mit-ed. 

| decided | had better warn my 
neighbour Rod so |! could go 
through his boatshed again. Well, | 
was in for a shock because Rod said 
“You can’t come through here for at 
least a week as I've just laid paving 
and the cement will take a week to 
set.” 
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| was determined to get the car 
out that weekend . . . and the only 
other way out was Double Bay 
Beach. So be it! 

Come low tide 3.00 on Sunday 
afternoon, | still wasn’t ready and 
just about on the verge of giving up, 
when my wife turned up and said 
“what's still to do?” ‘“Well,’’ | said, 
“| still have to adjust the points, put 
oil and petrol in the car, and water in 
the radiator and it’s low tide 
already.”” ‘‘Don’t worry’’ my wife 
said, ‘We'll help.’” All of a sudden 
my whole family was scurrying 
around fetching and pouring water, 
petrol and oil while | adjusted the 
points and closed the distributor. 
Minutes later we were ready. For- 
tunately, low tide lasts a while. 

The tension in the air was electric 
as | prepared to start the car. My 
four year old son felt it and he 
offered everyone some grapes, no 
doubt to relieve the tension. | was 
almost scared to try and start the car 
after all those months of work. | 
primed the carby, grasped the 
starting handle (as the starter motor 
was still at John Vawser’s), checked 
the oil and water levels yet again 
and turned the handle! 

Nothing happened! 

| tried a few more times and 
suddenly she burst into life and then 
died. | tried again and she fired and 
started running. She sounded 
sweet. 

After a minute, she conked out. 
What's wrong now? | checked the 
carby — BONE DRY. Oh, crikey, 
I've forgotten to switch the petrol 
on. Quick check in the manual to 
see how it’s done. Switch petrol on, 
prime carby and try again. This time 
she started and kept running. 

By this time, time was running 
out and the tide was starting to 
come in. Slowly | backed the car out 
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of the boatshed and down onto the 
beach. This was quite complicated 
as we had to lay planks on which to 
drive so as not to crash through the 
floor of the boatshed and then the 
ramp. 

Finally Scarlet was on the beach. 
My family stood ready with spades, 
planks and hessian bags in case we 
should bog down. | decided it was 
NOW or NEVER! | revved her up 
and charged 200 yards along the 
beach, water lapping the wheels, 
under a very low narrow jetty (which 
| had checked for clearance earlier in 
the day). Suddenly | was in soft 
sand but she kept going up onto the 
footpath and down a driveway and 
finally — onto the road. 

| had made it. The sense of relief 
was utterly indescribable. Suddenly 
my family burst upon me, spades in 
hand, having chased me up the 
beach. They were very excited, as 
was I, and | hauled them into the car 
and off we went for a victory drive 
around Double Bay . . . cut short 
when | saw a police car and realised 
we weren't registered. 

The next day (Monday) she went 
over the pits at Rosebery first time, 
no problems. On Thursday, she 
received her wedding permit and on 
Saturday morning she did her first 
wedding. Right on time! 

While thanks are due to many 
people who helped me, | particularly 
want to thank the three profes- 
sionals who offered advice, namely 
John Vawser, Alex Brown and 
Bruce Ross. They after all, earn their 
living from looking after our Rolls- 
Royce cars, so | feel a need to 
particularly salute their assistance so 
freely and readily given. 

Last of all, I'd like to thank Mr. 
Royce (as he then was) for giving 
me such a beautiful car to work on. 


A 


Does anyone recognise 
the Silver Ghost in this 
photograph, sent by 

_ ACT. Branch member 
fan Irwin? A_ scribbled 
note on the back reads 
“1924 F.W.B., 500 pnds. 
— 24-6-59 — Geo Seven- 
oaks.’’ Were you really 
charging that much for 
Ghosts in those days, 
George? Over to you, 
George. 
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A regular feature sponsored by 


NEWS FROM CREWE York Motors (Sales) Pty. Ltd. and 


Kellow Falkiner Pty. Ltd. 


Bentley Eight 


Bentley Eight is now available in 
Australia. However, the car we will 
see here will be a considerable 
improvement over that described 
and illustrated in PRAECLARUM 
5-84. Alloy wheels may be ordered 
on the Eight at extra cost, though 
they are now standard on other 
Bentley models. 


1987 Range 


All models, including Bentley 
Eight, benefit from an engine which 
now has Bosch K-Jetronic fuel 
injection (first introduced for the 
Australian market for 1986) which as 
well as increasing power output by 
some 20% in its latest form, gives 
quite dramatically improved fuel 
economy. Lower friction pistons, 
revised cylinder heads, a_ higher 
rated alternator, a lighter, quieter 
but more powerful starter motor and 
new cruise control are all part of the 
specification changes for 1987. 

Changes to the cars’ interiors 
include slimmer front seats which 
increase lateral support and com- 
fort, fully adjustable head restraints 
and new seat adjustment which 
incorporates power adjustment of 
squab rake and ‘memory’ switches 
for four preferred seat positions. 


Other changes include: 


* A new attractive one-piece air 
dam which improves the external 
appearance. 


* Seven new colours have been 
added to the range. 


* Refinement of the hydraulic 
system improves the height con- 
trol levelling system. 


Seat belts have been improved for 
driver and passenger comfort by 
reducing friction in the mec- 
hanism. 


* The facia and control console 
have a revised layout to accept 
the new warning lamps and 
switches. 


* The electrical system has been 
simplified. 


Engine cooling has been im- 
proved further with a new larger 
radiator. 


* An oil cooler is fitted on all 
models. 


Bentley Eight. 


= 
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The 1987 Silver Spirit. 


The fuel-iniected engine. 


Market Place 


CARS FOR SALE 
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1925 Phantom | (111LC) Replica ‘‘boat- 
tailed’ two seater with a single dickey 
seat. Green fabric sides with ash and teak 
decking. Hood folds away and is stored 
in trunk at 
condition. 
747 2973. 


Very good overall 
(02) 


rear. 
$50,000. David Neely 


= ed 
1960 Bentley S2 Continental (BC69BY) 
drophead coupe by Park Ward. Mist Green 
with Beige hide. Approx. 71,000 miles. 
Good original condition. $75,000. Keith 
Wherry (02) 817 2992(H) 29 7455(W). 


(B218DW). 
Sand with Beige leather. One owner car, 
good condition throughout. Only 2,000 
miles in last 5 years. 3-digit S.A. number 
plate (364) not transferable to another car. 
$25,000. Jock MacKay (03) 439 7280. 


1962 Bentley S2 Saloon 


1963 Silver Cloud II! (SDW93). One 
owner until 1984. 33,213 miles only. Full 
history. Old English White with Beige hide. 
Excellent original condition. $75,000. 
Keith Wherry (02) 817 2992H) 29 7455(W). 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonable 
length is free to those members who do not dea! 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment. Others are charged 
$15.00 per advertisement (less for multiple 
advertisements) 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from 
any person. Photographs should be clear black 
and white or colour prints. Please send a 
duplicate print as return cannot be guaranteed. 
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CARS FOR SALE 


1967 Silver Shadow (CRH2133) two-door 
Saloon by Mulliner Park Ward. 82,000 
miles original in outstanding condition. 
Caribbean Blue with blue grey interior. 
Original carpets and overmats. Owned by 
me for 7 years and always meticulously 
maintained. $44,000 firm. Consider trade 


of $1 Continental, manual ‘box. Keith 
Brennan (07) 378 8585. 


1970 Silver Shadow (LRH9763) Long 
Wheelbase saloon with division. Burgundy 
with Black leather front seats and Beige 
ribbed wool rear seat covers. Twin air 
conditioning units. N.R.M.A. mechanical 
report. $35,000 o.n.o. Mrs. Sutliffe (02) 
699 2377. 


CARS WANTED 


Silver Ghost or Phantom I, tourer pre- 
ferred, in reasonable or good condition. 
John Altmann, 5 Struan St., Toorak. 3142 
(03) 241 9392. 


Silver Ghost or Phantom | in going 
order but needing work, at reasonable 
price. Al Kinloch, (062) 54 2448. 


Phantom | or II with limousine or saloon 
coachwork, preferably in restored or Al 
condition. Genuine buyer. Write with 
photograph to Keith Ives, 126 Wycombe 
Road, Neutral Bay 2089 (02) 909 8372. 


Silver Cloud | or Bentley S1 with power 
steering. Joe Quattrocchi (02) 666 6107 
(H) 666 5464(W). 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Silver Cloud/S series upholstery. Back 
seat for SCI/IIl/S1/2, complete with 
armrests, etc., in blue-grey leather, ex- 
cellent condition, $450. Front seat bench 
type cushion in new beige Connolly hide, 
$200. Front squab, driver's side, for early 
SCI/S1 (no armrest) in new beige Con- 
nolly hide, $100. Front door armrest, suit 
all three series, in new beige Connolly 
hide, $75 pair. All on ‘exchange’ basis. 
Martin Bennett (048) 29 7140. 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by law, quote their dealer’s licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
R.R.O.C. and must accompany advertisement. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Silver Cloud [Il radiator shell and grille 
complete with mascot and all external 
badges. Keith ives, 126 Wycombe Road, 
Neutral Bay 2089 (02) 909 8372. 


Two 700 x 21 whitewalled ‘‘Lester’’ tyres 
(as fitted to a Phantom |) with 90-95% 
tread and in excellent condition. Available 
for sale or swap for two black-walled tyres. 
Contact: David Miller, Secretary, A.C.T. 
Branch, G.P.O. Box 1421, Canberra, 
A.C.T. 2601, (062) 88 6910. 


PARTS WANTED 


For 1921 Silver Ghost (76JG): Two front 
shock absorbers and drop arms, oil tank 
complete with tap, four Jackson, Jones & 
Collins body plates, magneto brake & fitt- 
ings — also oiler, Klaxon horn button, 
exhaust fishtail, mascot, two wheel split 
bands for Firestone 20’’ wheels, chassis 
number plate, handbook, screw for top of 
starting carburetter. For exchange: 1923 
20 h.p. mascot, 1924 20 h.p. handbook — 
both original. David Simpson, Box 1016, 
Carnarvon, W.A. 6701, (099) 41 8374. 


For 1926 20 h.p., GOK36. One (or pair) 
original front friction-type shock ab- 
sorbers, or pair of hydraulics. Pair of front 
brake drums, complete with dust exclud- 
ers, in good order or re-conditioned. One 
rear-fitting spare-wheel carrier, complete. 
yeas. Gregg, (02) 95 6116(H), 339 8219 


20 h.p. Steering Box, complete, or gears 
only. Robert Vered, (02) 326 1599(W), 
327 1567(H). 


Speedometer and ignition coil casing for 
Phantom I. Jim Eisenhauer, 9 Lancaster 
Cres., Collaroy. 2097 (02) 98 8964. 


Bentley S3 radiator shell complete, in 
good condition. Keith Ives, 126 Wycombe 
Road, Neutral Bay 2089 (02) 909 8372. 


DRIVERS WANTED 


— for Wedding work, supply your own 
car or drive one of ours. Mainly weekends. 
Well paid. Robert or Vivien Vered (02) 
326 1599(W), 327 1567(H). 


Classified advertisements should be factual 
and truthful. Persons found misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further 
advertising. Those advertisements relating to 
cars for sale must specify chassis number and 
price. All classified ads will be edited and may 
be condensed and may be rejected without 
explanation or discussion. Facts and data for 
each advertisement should be typed or hand- 
written clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to: 


MARTIN BENNETT, “ALLAMBI,’’ YARRA, VIA GOULBURN, N.S.W. 2580 


Deadlines: 


21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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R. A. MCDermott & Co. 


Specialists in sales, service and the restoration of all model Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars. 


Always a selection of over 25 cars in stock, including: 


with Tan Hide. $25,000. 


1957 BENTLEY S1 (B159EK), Shell Grey over Tudor 


Grey with Grey Hide. $17,500. 


1964 BENTLEY S3 (B152GJ), Midnight Blue with 


Blue-grey Hide. $37,500. 


1957 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER CLOUD (SDD444), Black 


1981 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT (HO2325), Dark 


Blue with Red Hide. 27,000 km. $135,000. 


roof. $69,000. 


1978 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW UH 
(SRH34344), Champagne with Tan Hide. Sun- 


1934 BENTLEY 3 % LITRE SALOON (B36AH), Black 


over Dove Grey. $50,000. 


All types of work undertaken on Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, from routine 
servicing to complete restorations, including valeting, spare parts, inspections and 
reports. Cars always wanted for purchase and found for buyers. 


Items for Restorers and Repairers: 


STANDARD MK VI,R, SILVER DAWN 


‘Phone [03] 62 3483 


100 Sturt Street, South Melbourne, Victoria. 3205 


LMCT 414] 
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. DOOR WEATHERSTRIP KIT — One 7. SUNROOF SEAL — Forward edge and 12. REAR SILL STONE GUARDS 


continuous strip of soft, closed cell 
neoprene; enough for all 4 doors. 


WINDSCREEN SEAL — 2 types 
required: Inner channel seals glass edge 
into chrome frame. Outer seal seals chrome 
frame to body. Both neoprene rubber and 
lifetime guaranteed. 


FRONT MUD FLAPS — Long mud 
flap under rear of front wing. Neoprene 
rubber, fits left or right 


SILL PROTECTOR STRIP RUBBER 
INSERTS — 41% ft. long each, ends not 
formed, pair. 


HEADLAMP MOUNTING PADS — 
Seal between headlamp bucket and body. 
Two series of headlamps were furnished: 
Series 1 (up to about 1952) seal has 8 hotles; 
Series 2 (1952 onwards) has 11 holes. 
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both sides of sunroof. Fuzzy pile strip in 
metal strip w/stainless beaded edge 


SCUTTLE VENT SEALS — Pair of left 
& right vent seals (moulded). NOTE: (This is 
not the early single top one ahead of the 
windscreen, as on early Silver Dawn & 
Mk.Vi — For this single upper seal inquire 


. BONNET LACING — Bonnet rest strips 


for grille tops and sides, also scuttle / firewall 
strips. 


. BOOT WEATHERSTRIP — Early type 
(short boot) folds out — closed cell 
neoprene. Later type. For long boot (lift-up 
boot), furnished in 3 pieces 


REAR WINDOW SEAL — Made of 
neoprene, lifetime guarantee. 


(LARGE UPPER) — Furnished in pairs 
(left & right). 


REAR SILL STONE GUARDS 
(SMALL LOWER) — Pair 


TAIL LAMP MOUNTING PADS — 
Early type (short boot). Later type (long 
boot). 


TAIL LAMP GASKETS — Seal between 
chrome bezel and base. 


FUEL DOOR SEAL — All Mk.VI, ‘R’ & 
Dawn — Neoprene. 


NUMBER PLATE LAMP / REVERSE 
LAMP MOUNTING PAD — 'R’. Silver 
Dawn long boot 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS. 2120 
(02) 84 1239, 84 1253, Telex: AA24158 
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“The pride of Britain, the envy of the orld” 


ROYCE 


on Bae 7 


From our fine selection of pre-owned Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars: 


SILVER SHADOW, Walnut with Beige Everflex 


roof and Beige Leather upholstery. Reg. No. 
RR-1199. $57,000. 


BENTLEY T SERIES, Caribbean Blue with Dark 
Blue upholstery. Best example available. Stock 
number 81643. $55,900. 


SILVER SHADOW, Chestnut shadow tone with CORNICHE SALOON, Caribbean Blue with 
ae elie upholstery. Stock number 81666. matching Connolly upholstery. As new. Stock 


number 81590. $75,000. 


SILVER SHADOW, Blue shadow tone with Blue Ani 
leather upholstery. Stock number 81669. $56,500. Tee cae LE ee 


SILVER SHADOW. Silver Sand top-hat over SILVER SHADOW _ Il, 
Walnut with Beige hide upholstery. Stock number 
81595. $57,500. 


Peacock Blue with 
Parchment leather upholstery. Very low kms. 
Stock number 81655. $89,000. 


Kellow-Falkiner 


SOUTH YARRA 
93 Commercial Road, South Yarra, Victoria 3141. 
Telephone (03) 266 2501 


SOLE DISTRIBUTOR FOR ROL! S-ROYCE AND BENTLEY MOTOR CAR SIN 
VICTORIA, TASMANIA AND SOUTHERN RIVERINA 
LMCT 3-3 AUTHORISED JAGUAR, ROVER AND RANGE ROVER DEALER 


GOULPRESS PRINTERS, GOULBURN — (048) 21 1761 Registered by Australia Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 


Lodgement Office, Ainslie 2602 


